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I Records certified then that it was ndeed the world’s largest.

Sl Owever, she said, they declined to put itin their annual

k, saying, “There isn't enough interest in quilts,” Ha

X Whether or not the Guinness folks know or care,
the Maco Craft quilters’ milestone has been surpassed by
multiple quilts in the past 30 years. Notable among these con-
tenders 1s Canada’s Qhalt of Belonging that boasts a block for
every single immgrant group and native tribe living in that

country. Completed in 2005, this quultis 10V feet high and
stretches 120 feet long.

No matter: The Maco Crafts people, who plan to
use their big quilt as a tourist attraction in Frankln, North
Carolina, now call it The Onginal Warld's Largest Qualt

Now, along comes a group in Australia determined
to claim the title with what they call the World's Biggest Hexa
gon Qualt, part of which was unveiled at o

5
5 expo n bns

bane. This baby, now complete, is 357 fo re than
double Canada’s massive quilt, and it's ¢ [ 152,636
mch-wide hexagons sent from quilters

Eventually, it will be taken apar aller
qualis, which will be donated to nursing | S1YS
CGail Chalker. owner of the Sew Creative ool st Gatton,

Australia, and a prime mover behind the project. rou can
see this behemoth in progress and on display at the blog,
ridsinggesthexagonquilt. com/blogspot. cam.
While we're waiting for the Guinness crew o show

mill Australia and pronounce whether Hexagon broke

I_llruugh the fabric ceiling o set a new world rec wrel, mavbe
mﬂtl come up with some more records. Megabites has a
meiig-worthy record 1o present: Biggest fabric stash stored o

a bathroom?

New online venue to advertise quilty stuff

Web developer Michele Foster has ¢ reated a dang

usefil online community that reaches a global audi-

= of quilters. Her site, QuiltingGallery.com is avi tual meets
ing place for quilters in the Quilting Bloggers divectory w ith
more than 4,400 bloggers in 71 countries currently listedd, 11

e 1
What better wary to 1‘:
alusplary the Wenld's
fygeest Hexagon Chisil
e n]'rulﬂ' the ferices
orilside rrrr_j't '"'.F" 1]
Hrisbsinie, Avstralin?
Wery to go and po
and po,.,

also features quilting retailers in the
Cualt Shop Locator, and Michele hosis
weekly virtual quilt contests, guest

"

lﬂ“:-'.l.‘.rh and many SWAPS ||1|-.u_|g‘|-..
oul the vear,

The latest addition 1o the Quilt-
ing Gallery site is Quilter’s Market,
quiltinggallery.com/quilters-market, S5
which provides a place for authors, designers and distiabuators T
of quilt products to advertse for a nominal fee. This isn't an ’

e-tailer but a showease of fabulous quilting products.
1".3.”:-:'1 to find evervthing from patterns and notons

-,
"

to gift items. Forget having to fork over a share of the profits
for the chance of posting your cute tote bags or hip quilt
patterns online. Michele charges a onetime feé ol S8 per N
Pre wluct and hinks directly 1o your site 0 customers cian hl.l‘.n'
direct from vou. No membership dues, no renewal fees.

[he new section is attracting bath brand new quilt-
preneurs and established makers of quilt produgts. Megabitesis
thinking this is a good time 1w mar ket official Megabitesmerch:

Would vou buy a T=shirt from this columnists Jusl askin'... %

Okay, so where are they hiding? o
The quilt world establishment 1% [ounng new num- y

bers from the 2010 Quifting American SUrvey say-

i in this country has gone from a $3.3 billion

g that quiltn
ndustry in 2006 o $3.6 bilhon now:

[hat's awesome news, but if you read the fine pring .
-1 a drop in the total number of ™y

i1

' d

it savs there's wu!r|m-|.'ﬂ'|\' e

quilters nati nally to 21 million from 27 million. Megafufes just "y

wints o know whal 11.Lppruwl 1o those 6 million ::|mlu-n:

[ mean, that's a whopping big drop. Are they all
knitting now? Were they just pretending before? Did all thei
es get repossessed during the recess

ped them. Whatever disease they

-""-1-

N
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high-end sewing machin
<ion® Mavbe aliens kidnap

had. let’s just hope itisn't catching.

.........................................“.:1

Anytime you hear a wild story and wanl
w.l..rm.lm' to dig into the _Ir‘u.r'f.'i. comlact
Megabites. To share .u'm}!h_;fi.".ﬂ'!.'hﬂ
chasing the latest quilt-world riemars,
e-mail QH Megabites colul
Cox al meg@megcox.coll.
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